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SUBJECT: MOROCCO RESTORES DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH EAST GERMANY 

1 . OFFICIAL NEWS AGENCY MAP ANNOUNCED MARCH 5 THAT MOROCCO 

AND GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC HAD DECIDED TO RESTORE DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS, FOLLOWING "MULTIPLE CONTACTS DURING WHICH THE GOVERNMENT 
OF THE GDR HAD EXPRESSED ITS REAL WILL AND SINCERE DESIRE TO 
NORMALIZE TIES WITH MOROCCO ON THE BASIS OF THE PRINCIPLES OF 
MUTUALLY ADVANTAGEOUS COOPERATION AND NON-INTERFERENCE IN 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS." RELATIONS HAD BEEN RUPTURED ON NOVEMBER 13, 

1975 BECAUSE OF WHAT THE GOM PERCEIVED AS A HOSTILE EAST GERMAN 
ATTITUDE TOWARD MOROCCO S CAMPAIGN TO RECOVER THE SAHARA. 

2. THE RESTORATION HAD BEEN EXPECTED FOR SEVERAL DAYS. PRIME 
MINISTER OSMAN, DURING RECENT CONVERSATION ABOUT HIS VISIT TO 
MOSCOW (SEPTEL) INDICATED TO ME THAT REESTABLISHMENT OF 
RELATIONS WITH EAST GERMANY WOULD BE A UNILATERAL GESTURE BY 
MOROCCO TOWARD USSR AND EASTERN EUROPE, IN LIGHT OF SOVIET 
PROFESSIONS OF DESIRE TO SEE REDUCTION OF TENSIONS IN NORTH AFFRICA. 

3. CZECH AMBASSADOR COMMENTED ON MARCH 5 THAT EASTERN EUROPEANS 
WOULD NOT BE RECOGNIZING ALGERIAN-SPONSORED SAHARAN DEMOCRATIC 
ARAB REPUBLIC. HE GAVE IMPRESSION THAT THIS WAS QUID PRO QUO FOR 
MOROCCAN RESTORATION OF RELATIONS WITH EAST GERMANY, WHICH HE 
SAID HE HAD NEGOTIATED AS REPRESENTATIVE OF PROTECTING POWER 

FOR GDR INTERESTS DURING THE BREAK. 

4. COMMENT: BREAK WITH EAST GERMANY HAD UNDOUBTEDLY SERVED ITS 
PURPOSE OF PUTTING USSR AND OTHER EASTERN EUROPEANS ON NOTICE 
THAT RELATIONS WITH MOROCCO WOULD BE LARGELY A FUNCTION OF THEIR 
APPROACH TO SAHARA DISPUTE. PRIMIN OSMAN IN MOSCOW APPARENTLY 
RECEIVED ADEQUATE ASSURANCES THAT USSR TAKING AS BALANCED AN 
APPROACH AS COULD BE EXPECTED, THEREBY PAVING WAY FOR GENERAL 
IMPROVEMENT WITH USSR AS WELL AS RESTORATION WITH GDR. APPARENT 
SUCCESS OF MOROCCO'S EASTERN EUROPEAN DIPLOMACY MAY ALSO HAVE 
CONTRIBUTED TO FIRMNESS GOM SHOWING TOWARD ALGERIA, AS REFLECTED 
IN BREAK OF RELATIONS WITH GOA ANNOUNCED MARCH 7. 
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